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Juan Candelaria 

Connecticut House of Representatives 

 

Rep. Juan Candelaria has served New Haven’s 95th District since 
2002. At the start of the 2017 General Assembly session, Rep. 
Candelaria was named to the leadership role of Deputy Speaker, 
the first Latino to hold the position. 

In addition, he is also a member of the Appropriations, Education, 
and General Law Committees. 

Rep. Candelaria was instrumental in spearheading the state's efforts to legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana. Connecticut cleared dispensaries to open on January 10, 
2023. 

In addition, Rep. Candelaria led the charge to pass a law allowing undocumented 
immigrants to present birth certificates as a secondary form of proof of identity as well as 
foreign national identification cards when soliciting driver's licenses. 

In the 2017 legislative session, Rep. Candelaria was instrumental in passing legislation, 
after five years of persistent efforts, to give students equal access to institutional financial 
aid. In addition, he got legislation passed to make feminine hygiene products tax exempt. 
Most recently, he proposed and passed legislation to provide funds for hurricane victims 
from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands living in Connecticut. 

In 2013, Rep. Candelaria was elected Chair of the Black and Latino Caucus by his 
colleagues and, as Chair, he was instrumental in passing legislation to allow 
undocumented immigrants to apply for Connecticut driver’s licenses. 

Rep. Candelaria has been a strong supporter of education issues during his tenure in the 
General Assembly. He led efforts that extended bilingual education to 6 years and to 
empower youth and Latinos statewide to participate in the democratic process through 
voter registration and education. He also leads a strong network of young people who have 
ambitious professional and social aspirations. 

Rep. Candelaria has worked tirelessly to support and enable groups such as the Spanish 
American Merchants Association (SAMA) to be recognized, making them eligible to receive 
state funding to help them move ideas and initiatives forward on behalf of local businesses. 

His vast professional managerial experience and marketing skills have earned him 
accolades and promotions in the private sector. Besides holding public office as a State 
Representative, he is a former New Haven Alderman and a current member of New Haven’s 
Town Committee. Additionally, Rep. Candelaria serves on several boards and organizations 
such as the National Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators, the Connecticut State Hispanic 
Caucus, and the National Conference of State Legislators. 

Candelaria is a graduate of Albertus Magnus College and holds an MBA from the University 
of New Haven. 
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Lillian Ortiz-Self   

Washington House of Representatives 

 

Lillian’s work across child-serving systems gives her a deep 
appreciation and understanding for all human services. Her 
professional background includes serving as the clinical director of 
the Tri-City Mental Health Center in Missouri, regional coordinator 
for the Illinois State Board of Education, education advisor for the 
Department of Children and Family Services, and director and 
founder of the Comunidad Unida Project, a center for Latino families 
and youth. 

She has represented the 21st Legislative District since January 2014, and is a member of the 
leadership team, serving as Majority Caucus chair. Lillian also serves as chair of the 
Washington State Latino Democratic Caucus. Her committee service includes the Early 
Learning and Human Services; Education; Labor and Workplace Standards; and Rules 
Committees; and she is the co-chair of the state’s Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight 
and Accountability Committee. 

She is also on the Executive Committee of the National Hispanic Caucus of State 
Legislators currently serving as secretary. 

Lillian, who holds a Masters in Public Administration and a Masters in Counseling from 
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, currently works in the Everett Public School District 
as a school counselor. 

Lillian has three children, Leanna, who graduated from Columbia University in Chicago, 
Tyler, a mechanical engineer, and Kayla, a third-year law student in New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Colabora: 
 

 

 

Joseline Peña-Melnyk 

Maryland House of Delegates 

 

Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk is a respected legislative and 
health policy leader representing Maryland’s District 21, 
covering parts of Prince George’s and Anne Arundel Counties. 
She has served in the Maryland House of Delegates since 2007 
and currently chairs the Health and Government Operations 
Committee, making her the highest-ranking Latina in the 
General Assembly. 

A longtime advocate for health equity, Delegate Peña-Melnyk has led transformative efforts 
to expand access to care, reduce prescription drug costs, and eliminate health disparities. 
She championed the creation of the Prescription Drug Affordability Board and the Maryland 
Easy Enrollment Health Insurance Program, which connects uninsured residents to 
coverage through their tax filings. She also established the Maryland Commission on Health 
Equity to address systemic health gaps across the state. 

Many of the bills she has passed are the first of their kind in the nation, positioning Maryland 
as a national leader in innovative health policy. 

Committed to inclusive healthcare, she has passed legislation requiring implicit bias and 
cultural competency training for healthcare professionals, ensuring providers are better 
equipped to serve Maryland’s diverse communities. 

Her leadership has earned her numerous honors, including Legislator of the Year from the 
Maryland State Medical Society, the Maryland Hospital Association’s Care Champion 
Award, and the Leadership Award from the Maryland Health Care for All coalition. Delegate 
Peña-Melnyk continues to drive bold policy solutions that improve health outcomes and 
advance equity statewide. 
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José “Ché” Pérez Cordero 

At-Large Representative in the Puerto Rico House of Representatives 

 

José “Ché” Pérez Cordero is an At-Large Representative in the 
Puerto Rico House of Representatives, currently serving his third 
consecutive term. He is the Chair of the Judiciary Committee and 
Vice Chair of the Federal Relations Committee. A member of the 
New Progressive Party (PNP), he is a vocal advocate for Puerto 
Rico’s statehood and regularly participates in national forums, 
including engagements in the U.S. Congress, to promote the 
island’s decolonization. 

Pérez Cordero is a proud product of Puerto Rico’s public education system. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, 
known as “El Colegio,” and a Juris Doctor from the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto 
Rico School of Law in Ponce. Admitted to practice law and serve as a notary in Puerto Rico, 
he maintained private legal practice until his election to public office in 2016. Before that, 
he held key government positions, including Special Assistant at the Office of the 
Commissioner of Municipal Affairs (OCAM) and Legal Advisor to the Public Service 
Commission (CSP). 

In the legislature, he promotes forward-thinking policies in areas such as sports, 
environmental protection, consumer rights, and access to essential services. He has also 
been a member of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Advisory Council since 
2017. 

A lifelong athlete and surfing enthusiast, Pérez Cordero is a former champion in judo and 
Olympic wrestling, and a member of the Gallery of Immortals of Collegiate Sports at UPR-
Mayagüez. 
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Angela Romero 

Utah House of Representatives 

 

Representative Romero represents House District 25 in the Utah 
State Legislature and is the House Minority Leader. She heads the 
first all-female House minority leadership team in the Utah State 
Legislature. 

Representative Romero has been a champion for women and children at the state 
legislature. Representative Romero works on legislation for victim’s rights, human 
trafficking, and sexual assault and domestic violence prevention. During her service, 
Representative Romero successfully passed the Prison Rape Elimination Act and the 
Statewide Sexual Assault and Interpersonal Violence Prevention Program appropriation 
request of 3.6 million dollars. She also worked diligently to secure funding to end the rape 
test kit backlog. Representative Romero also sponsored legislation creating Utah’s 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous Relatives Task Force. 

Outside her legislative capacity, Representative Romero works with local government, 
overseeing community programs and initiatives in the Division of Youth and Family 
Programs, including supervising the YouthCity Government Program and My Brother’s 
Keeper. She is dedicated to ensuring youth have access to the political process and civic 
engagement. 
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Adam Zabner  

Iowa House of Representatives 

 

Representative Adam Zabner serves Iowa’s 90th District, which 
includes parts of Iowa City and the University of Iowa campus. Elected 
in 2022, he is one of the youngest members of the Iowa House and a 
passionate advocate for education, civil rights, and expanding access 
to opportunity for all Iowans. 

Zabner is the son of immigrants and a proud product of Iowa’s public schools. He graduated 
from the University of Chicago, where he studied political science and served in student 
leadership. Prior to his election, he worked in civic education and political organizing, 
championing youth involvement in democracy and public service. 

In the legislature, Representative Zabner serves on the Education, Public Safety, and 
Transportation Committees. He is committed to ensuring quality public education, fighting 
book bans, promoting affordable housing, and defending reproductive freedom. His efforts 
focus on fostering inclusive, forward-looking policies that serve the needs of working 
families and young people across the state. 

A first-generation Latino Jewish legislator, Zabner brings a unique and valued perspective to 
the Iowa House. He is an active member of the Iowa Democratic Latino Caucus and a strong 
voice for underrepresented communities in the state legislature. 

When not at the Capitol, Adam enjoys reading, running, and spending time with family and 
friends in Iowa City. 

 


